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Student overcomes crippling ailment  
 
K.C. HOWARD  

REVIEW-JOURNAL  
 

  

 
UNLV and Nevada State 

students stand as they 

enter the Thomas & Mack 

Center for the 2005 

December graduation 

ceremony Monday. About 

1,815 UNLV students 

received undergraduate 

and graduate degrees 

this semester with 58 

Unlike most graduates Monday, Kathleen Wilde 
didn't descend the 50 or so steps from the Cox 
Pavilion to the ground floor outside the Thomas & 
Mack Center.

She took an elevator. 

Advertisement  
But 
she 

 
NUMBER OF NEVADA 
STATE GRADUATES RISE  
 
Nevada State College saw a 
huge increase in winter 
graduates this December.  
 
About 58 students received 
a diploma, compared with 
six last December.  
 
This year, Nevada State, 
which opened in 2002, 
shared its ceremony with 
UNLV's graduating class.  
 
"We have determined that 
we don't have the numbers 
in terms of students and 
staff resources to hold two 
commencement ceremonies 
a year," Nevada State 
President Fred Maryanski 
said.  
 
Harter offered to let their 
students walk just before 
UNLV's, he said.  
 
"I think it's an excellent 
demonstration of the 
partnerships that exist in 
Nevada education," 
Maryanski said.  
 
Nevada State psychology 
graduate Martha Reyes, 30, 
said to have a double 
ceremony felt "weird" .  
 
"It's nice they allow us to 
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undergraduates from 

Nevada State College. 

Photo by John Gurzinski. 
  

 
UNLV student Kathleen 

Wilde, 18, enters the 

Thomas & Mack Center 

for the 2005 December 

graduation ceremony. 

She received her 

bachelor's degree in 

political science.  

Photo by John Gurzinski. 

 

walked the rest of the way to get her diploma.

"Who's to complain once you come from being in 
a wheelchair?" said Wilde, one of about 1,815 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas, students to 
obtain a degree this semester.

Two years earlier, crippling arthritis confined 
Wilde to a wheelchair. In May 2004, she 

underwent hip and knee replacement surgery and no longer needs the 
chair.

But Monday's pained steps across the stage weren't Wilde's only triumph. 

She had managed to obtain her bachelor's degree in political science in 
two years and at the age of 18. At UNLV, the majority of graduates don't 
complete a degree within six years, and the average age of a student 
obtaining a bachelor's degree is 27.

"It was never that difficult for me in school, and so there is no reason to 
delay and do only 12 credits (a semester)," she said. "If you can do 19 
credits, why not do so?"

With her studies, she works as a substitute teacher for the Clark County 
School District and is a volunteer forensic coach.

Wilde lives at home, but she said she doesn't feel like she missed out on 

walk with them," she said as 
she went to line up with her 
fellow students. "At least we 
have a ceremony."  
 
-- REVIEW-JOURNAL  
 
Advertisement

  

http://www.reviewjournal.com/lvrj_home/2005/Dec-20-Tue-2005/news/4877958.html (2 of 4)12/20/2005 1:03:46 PM

http://www.reviewjournal.com/auto/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/books/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/hotels/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/celebrations/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/community/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/coupons/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/community/eforums/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/employment/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/dining/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/fun/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/health/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/home/
http://reviewjournal.lawinfo.com/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/money/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/obituaries/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/store/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/personals/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/realestate/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/recreation/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/relocation/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/shopping/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/technology/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/traffic/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/travel/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/weather/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/weddings/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/yellowpages/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/about/
http://www.reviewjournal.com/webextras/gallery/gurzinski/gurzinski.html
http://www.reviewjournal.com/lvrj_home/2005/Dec-20-Tue-2005/photos/grad.jpg
http://www.reviewjournal.com/webextras/gallery/gurzinski/gurzinski.html
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v5|3354|7|5f|%2a|u%3B22211426%3B0-0%3B0%3B11924908%3B4307-300|250%3B12629467|12647363|1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://anad.tacoda.net/ads/ad12101a-map.cgi/BCPG44928.70046.76446/SZ=300X250A/V=2.0S//REDIRURL=http://mn.coolsavings.com/web/index.aspx?Link=3T2S3ZX3OXFY&check=1311&r=Banner&l=WUonline&country=US&language=en
http://ads.stephensmedia.com/event.ng/Type=click&FlightID=42795&AdID=73420&TargetID=1638&Redirect=http://www.apartments.com/lasvegas


reviewjournal.com -- News - Steps of Achievement

Contact the R-J 

• Subscribe  
• Report a delivery problem  
• Put the paper on hold  
• Advertise with us  
• Report a news tip/press 
release  
• Send a letter to the editor  
• Print the announcement 
forms  
• Jobs at the R-J  

the typical undergraduate experience that often includes partying and 
dorm life.

"College is about education, and you shouldn't be partying. You shouldn't 
be drinking. You are there for an education, and you should be 
maximizing those experiences," she said. "I'm really glad I wasn't doing 
all those kinds of things."

It would have been difficult to send his daughter, because she graduated 
high school at age 16, outside of Las Vegas to college, Bob Wilde said.

He encouraged her to try living in the UNLV dorms, but she wanted to 
stay home, where she feels more comfortable, he said.

"When she was about 14, she said she was going to graduate at the age 
of 18. She had her mind made up, and she did it," he said.

It was the same with the wheelchair, he said. She didn't want a 
motorized one that might make remaining dependent on the device 
easier.

She was determined to walk again.

Hoping to become an attorney, Kathleen Wilde said she plans to go to 
UNLV's law school next fall.

She wasn't the only one with high hopes Monday.

UNLV saw a 27 percent increase in the number of students graduating 
this December over the previous winter. President Carol Harter said that 
UNLV's total graduate rate has been steadily increasing and that those 
who come to UNLV have strong persistence rates, meaning they come 
back until they graduate.

According to the Nevada System of Higher Education, UNLV's graduation 
rates have increased 8 percentage points between 1998 and 2004.

"Given that trend, I think we're moving in the right direction," Harter 
said. 

But she said it was difficult to tell immediately how many of Monday's 
degree recipients took six years or less to graduate.
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This semester, 527 students received a graduate degree, a 150 percent 
increase over the 211 students who received graduate degrees from 
UNLV last December. Among them was university system Regent Linda 
Howard, who earned a master's degree in public administration.

At the ceremony, Harter and other officials espoused the value of a 
higher education degree and the hard work needed to obtain one. 

Over the past two years, Wilde said she has gained a lot during her 
undergraduate career.

She still moves with pain and has trouble with stairs, but she said she 
has gotten a blessing or two from her physical duress.

"I think I've learned my biggest asset is within myself," she said. "It's my 
own mind."
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